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CHECKLIST OF BIRDS SEEN DURING  
THE ARGENTINA & ANTARCTIC TOUR 

 
No of days recorded Location Abundance Scale  

(max. seen on 1 day) 
B  = Buenos Aires including Costenera Sur 1 = <5 seen 
O = Otamendi and area 2 = 5-9 seen 
U = Ushuaia and Tierra del Fuego N.P.  3 = 10-99 seen 

  4 =100-999 seen 
  5 = 1,000-9999 seen 

1 2h means seen on 1 
day and heard on 2 other 
days 

  h = heard only 
   

SPECIES   No of days 
recorded 

  Locations Abundance 
Scale 

  SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 
Greater Rhea 1  O  1 Rhea americana 
White-tufted Grebe 1 B   3 Podiceps rolland 
Pied-billed Grebe 1 B   3 Podilymbus podiceps 
Great Grebe 3 B  U 3 Podiceps major 
Black-browed Albatross 2   U 3 Diomedea melanophris 
Giant-Petrel sp. 2   U 2 Macronectes sp.  
Sooty Shearwater 4   U 2 Puffinus griseus 
Neotropic (Olivaceous) Cormorant 2 B O  3 Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
Rock Shag 1   U 2 Phalacrocorax magellanicus 
Imperial Shag  2   U 3 Phalacrocorax atriceps 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 2 B  U 1 Nycticorax nycticorax 
Whistling Heron 1 B   1 Syrigma sibilatrix 
Snowy Egret 2 B O  3 Egretta thula 
White-necked (Cocoi) Heron 1  O  1 Ardea cocoi 
Great Egret 2 B O  3 Ardea (Egretta) alba 
Cattle Egret 1  O  3 Bubulcus ibis 
Striated Heron 2 B O  2 Butorides striatus 
Bare -faced Ibis  2 B O  3 Phimosus infuscatus 
White-faced Ibis  1  O  4 Plegadis chihi 
Black-faced Ibis  1   U 3 Theristicus melanopis 
Roseate Spoonbill 1  O  2 Ajaia ajaja 
American Wood Stork 1  O  1 Mycteria americana 
Maguari Stork 1  O  4 Ciconia maguari 
Southern Screamer 1  O  5 Chauna torquata 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck 1  O  4 Dendrocygna autumnalis 
Coscoroba Swan 1 B   3 Coscoroba coscoroba 
Black-necked Swan 1 B   4 Cygnus melanocorypha 
Upland Goose 2   U 3 Chloephaga picta 
Kelp Goose 2   U 3 Chloephaga hybrida 
Ashy-headed Goose 2   U 1 Chloephaga poliocephala 
Ringed Teal 1  O  2 Callonetta leucophrys 
Crested Duck 2   U 3 Lophonetta specularioides 
Flying Steamer-Duck 1   U 2 Tachyeres patachonicus 
Flightless (Fuegian)  Steamer Duck 2   U 3 Tachyeres pteneres 
Brazilian Duck 1  O  1 Amozetta brasiliensis 
Bronze-winged (Spectacled) Duck 1   U 1 Speculanas specularis  
Silver Teal 1 B   3 Anas versicolor 
Speckled Teal 1 B   1 Anas flavirostris 
Yellow-billed Pintail 2   U 1 Anas georgica 
Rosy-billed Pochard 1 B   3 Netta peposaca 
Lake (Argentine Ruddy) Duck 1 B   3 Oxyura vittata 
Black Vulture  1  O  1 Coragyps atratus 
Turkey Vulture  2   U 1 Cathartes aura 
Andean Condor  1   U 2 Vultur gryphus 
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White-tailed Kite 1  O  1 Elanus leucurus 
Snail Kite 2 B O  4 Rostrhamus sociabilis 
Long-winged Harrier 1  O  2 Circus buffoni 
Savanna Hawk 1  O  1 Buteogallus meridionalis 
Black-chested Buzzard Eagle 1   U 1 Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
Roadside Hawk 1  O  5 Buteo magnirostris 
Swainson’s Hawk 1  O  1 Buteo swainsoni 
Southern Caracara  3  O U 3 Caracara plancus 
Chimango Caracara 3 B O U 3 Milvago chimango 
White-throated Caracara 1   U 1 Phalcoboenus albogularis 
Giant Wood-Rail 1  O  1 Aramides ypecaha 
Plumbeous Rail 1 B   1 Pardirallus sanguinolentus 
Common Gallinule (Moorhen) 1 B   3 Gallinula chloropus 
Spot-flanked Gallinule 1 B   1 Gallinula melanops 
White-winged Coot 1 B   3 Fulica leucoptera 
Red-gartered Coot 1 B   4 Fulica armillata 
Red-fronted Coot 1 B   1 Fulica rufifrons 
Wattled Jacana 1 B O  4 Jacana jacana 
Blackish Oystercatcher 2   U 2 Haematopus ater 
Magellanic Oystercatcher 2   U 3 Haematopus leucopodus 
White-backed Stilt  2 B O  1 Himantopus melanurus 
Southern Lapwing 4 B O U 3 Vanellus chilensis 
Rufous-chested Dotterel 1   U 1 Charadrius modestus 
Baird’s Sandpiper 2   U 2 Calidris bairdii  

Chilean Skua  2   U 1 Stercorarius chiliensis 
Brown Skua  2   U 2 Stercorarius antarcticus 
Dolphin Gull 3   U 3 Larus scorsesbii 
Kelp Gull 4 B  U 3 Larus dominicanus 
South American Tern 1   U 3 Sterna hirundinacea 
Rock (Feral) Dove (introduced) 2 B   3 Columba livia 
Picazuro Pigeon 2 B O  3 Columba picazuro 
Spot-winged Pigeon 1  O  1 Columba maculosa  
Eared Dove 2 B O  3 Zenaida auriculata 
Picui Ground-Dove 1  O  2 Columbina picui 
White-tipped Dove 1  O  1 Leptotila verreauxi 
Black-hooded Parakeet 1 B   3 Nandayus nanday 
Austral Parakeet 1   U 2 Enicognathus ferrugineus 
Monk Parakeet 2 B O  4 Myiopsitta monacha 
Guira Cuckoo 2 B O  2 Guira guira 
Magellanic Horned Owl  1   U 1 Bubo magellanicus 
Austral Pygmy -Owl 1   U 1 Glaucidium nanum 
Glittering-bellied Emerald 1 B O  1 Chlorostilbon aureoventris 
Gilded Sapphire 1  O  1 Hylocharis chrysura 
Green Kingfisher 1 B O  1 Chloroceryle americana 
White-fronted Woodpecker 1  O  1 Melanerpes cactorum 
Checkered Woodpecker 1  O  1 Picoides mixtus 
Green-barred Woodpecker  1 B O  1 Colaptes melanochloros 
Field Flicker 1  O  1 Colaptes campestris 
Magellanic Woodpecker 1   U 1 Campephilus magellanicus 
Bar-winged Cinclodes 2   U 3 Cinclodes fuscus 
Dark-bellied Cinclodes 1   U 1 Cinclodes patagonicus 
Gray-flanked Cinclodes 1   U 1 Cinclodes oustaleti 
Rufous Hornero 3 B O  3 Furnarius rufus 
Thorn-tailed Rayadito 1   U 3 Aphrastura spinicauda 
Chotoy Spinetail 1  O  1 Schoeniophylax phryganophila 
Little Thornbird 1  O  1 Phacellodomus sibilatrix 
Freckle-breasted Thornbird 1  O  1 Phacellodomus striaticollis 
Curve-billed Reedhaunter 1  O  1 Limnornis curvirostris 
Straight-billed Reedhaunter 1  O  1 Limnoctites rectirostris 
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Narrow-billed Woodcreeper 2 B O  1 Lepidocolaptes angustirostris 
White-crested Tyrannulet 2   U 3 Serpophaga subcristata 
Tufted Tit-Tyrant 1   U 1 Anairetes parulus 
Bran-colored Flycatcher 1  O  1 Myiophobus fasciatus 
Vermilion Flycatcher 1  O  1 Pyrocephalus rubinus 
Fire-eyed Diucon 1   U 1 Pyrope pyrope 
White Monjita 1  O  1 Xolmis irupero 
Dark-faced Ground Tyrant 2   U 2 Muscisaxicola macloviana 
Austral Negrito  2   U 1 Lessonia rufa 
Spectacled Tyrant 1  O  1 Hymenops perspicillata 
Black-backed Water-Tyrant  1 B   1 Fluvicola albiventer 
Cattle Tyrant 1  O  1 Machetornis rixosus 
Tropical Kingbird 2 B O  3 Tyrannus melancholicus 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher 2 B O  3 Tyrannus savana 
Crowned Slaty-Flycatcher 1  O  1 Griseotyrannus aurantioatrocristatus 
Streaked Flycatcher 1  O  1 Myiodynastes maculatus 
Great Kiskadee 2 B O  3 Pitangus sulphuratus 
Gray-breasted Martin 3 B   3 Progne chalybea 
Brown-chested Martin 2 B O  3 Progne tapera  
White-rumped Swallow 2 B O  3 Tachycineta leucorrhoa 
Chilean Swallow 1   U 3 Tachycineta meyeni  
Blue-and-White Swallow 1   U 1 Notiochelidon cyanoleuca 
American Cliff Swallow 1  O  1 Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
Barn Swallow 1  O  1 Hirundo rustica 
Southern House Wren  3 B  U 1 Troglodytes musculus 
Masked Gnatcatcher 1 B   1 Polioptila dumicola 
Rufous-bellied Thrush 2 B O  2 Turdus rufiventris 
Austral Thrush 2   U 3 Turdus falcklandii 
Creamy -bellied Thrush 1  O  1 Turdus amaurochalinus 
Chalk-browed Mockingbird 3 B O  2 Mimus saturninus 
European Starling (introduced) 3 B   3 Sturnus vulgaris 
Yellowish Pipit 1  O  1 Anthus lutescens 
Masked Yellowthroat 2 B O  1 Geothlypis aequinoctialis 
Sayaca Tanager 1  O  1 Thraupis sayaca 
Diademed Tanager 1  O  1 Stephanophorus diadematus 
Patagonian Sierra-Finch 2   U 3 Phrygilus patagonicus 
Black-and-Rufous Warbling-Finch 2 B O  1 Poospiza nigrorufa 
Double-collared Seedeater 1 B   2 Sporophila caerulescens 
Saffron Yellow-Finch 1  O  1 Sicalis flaveola 
Grassland Yellow-Finch 1  O  1 Sicalis luteola 
Great Pampa-Finch 1  O  1 Embernagra platensis 
Yellow-billed Cardinal 1 B   2 Paroaria capitata 
Red-crested Cardinal 2 B O  1 Paroaria coronata 
Rufous-collared Sparrow 5 B O U 4 Zonotrichia capensis 
Epaulet Oriole 2 B O  1 Icterus cayanensis 
Yellow-winged Blackbird 1 B   1 Agelaius (Chrysomus) thilius 
Brown-and-yellow Marshbird 1  O  1 Psuedoleistes virescens 
Shiny Cowbird 1  O  3 Molothrus bonariensis 
White-browed Blackbird 1  O  1 Sturnella superciliaris 
Long-tailed Meadowlark 1   U 1 Sturnella loyca 
Hooded Siskin 2 B O  2 Carduelis magellanica 
Black-chinned Siskin 2   U 3 Carduelis barbarta 
House Sparrow (introduced) 5 B  U 3 Passer domesticus 

 
Mammals and other wildlife included: Guinea Pig (Cavia aperea), Coypu (Myocastor coypus) , Guanaco (Lama guanicoe) ,  
Colpeo Fox (Dusicyon cuplaeus), European Rabbit  
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CHECKLIST OF BIRDS AND MAMMALS RECORDED DURING THE CRUISE 2 – 19 FEBRUARY 2003 

 
Including species likely to be seen in the Falkland Islands, South Georgia, the South Orkney Islands, Elephant Island, the 
Antarctic Peninsula and the Drake Passage. Some taxonomic notes follow, for those species marked 1, 2 etc. Sequence 
follows Clements (2000) and updates. 
 
No of days recorded (18 
days at sea) 

Location Abundance Scale 
(max. seen on 1 day) 

P  = Pelagic 
F  = Falklands – West Point, Carcass, East Falkland 

(Stanley) and coastal seas  
G  = South Georgia 
A = Antarctica including the Peninsular and South Orkney  

and South Shetland island groups 
T = Tierra del Fuego covers the Beagle Channel to and  

from Ushuaia and Diego Ramirez  

1 2h means seen on 1 day 
and heard on 2 other days 

 

1 = <5  
2 = 5-9  
3 = 10-99 
4 = 100-999 
5 = 1000-9999 
6 = 10,000-99,999 
7 = over 100,000 
 

 
SPECIES   No of days 

recorded 
Locations Abundance 

Scale 
  SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 
King Penguin 5 P  G   7 Aptenodytes patagonicus 
Gentoo Penguin 6 P F G   4 Pygoscelis papua 
Adelie Penguin 3 P   A  4 Pygoscelis adeliae 
Chinstrap Penguin 5 P  G A  5 Pygoscelis antarctica 
Rockhopper Penguin 1  F    3 Eudyptes chrysocome 
Macaroni Penguin 4   G  T 5 Eudyptes chrysolophus 
Magellanic Penguin 4  F   T 4 Spheniscus magellanicus 
Wandering Albatross 13 P  G  T 3 Diomedea exulans 
Royal Albatross 1 5 P     2 Diomedea epomophora 
Black-browed Albatross 16 P F G  T 4 Diomedea melanophris 
Grey-headed Albatross 6 P  G  T 4 Diomedea chrysostoma 
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 5 P  G   2 Phoebetria palpebrata 
Southern Giant Petrel 16 P F G A T 4 Macronectes giganteus 
Northern Giant Petrel 10 P  G A  3 Macronectes halli 
Southern Fulmar 3 P   A  5 Fulmarus glacialoides 
Antarctic Petrel 1    A  1 Thalassoica antarctica 
Cape (Pintado) Petrel 11 P  G A  4 Daption capense 
Snow Petrel 3   G A  3 Pagodroma nivea 
Atlantic Petrel 1 P     2 Pterodroma incerta 
Soft-plumaged Petrel 3 P     3 Pterodroma mollis 
Blue Petrel 2 P     1 Halobaena caerulea 
Antarctic Prion 9 P  G A  5 Pachyptila desolata 
Slender-billed Prion 3 P F    4 Pachyptila belcheri 
Fairy Prion 3 P     3 Pachyptila turtur 
White-chinned Petrel 12 P F G A  4 Procellaria aequinoctialis 
Great Shearwater 4 P F G   3 Puffinus gravis 
Sooty Shearwater 7 P F   T 5 Puffinus griseus 
Grey-backed Storm-Petrel 3 P F    2 Oceanites nereis 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 16 P F G A  4 Oceanites oceanicus 
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel 9 P  G   3 Fregetta tropica 
White-bellied Storm-Petrel 1 P     2 Fregetta grallaria 
Magellanic Diving Petrel 3 P    T 2 Pelecanoides magellani 
South Georgia Diving Petrel (endemic) 1   G   1 Pelecanoides georgicus 
Common Diving Petrel 4 P  G   3 Pelecanoides urinatrix 
Rock Shag 2  F   T 3 Phalacrocorax magellanicus 
Antarctic Shag (endemic)  2 4    A  3 Phalacrocorax bransfieldensis 
South Georgia Shag (endemic) 2 3   G   4 Phalacrocorax georgianus 
Imperial Shag 3 P    T 3 Phalacrocorax atriceps 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 1  F    1 Nycticorax nycticorax 
Upland Goose 2  F    3 Chloephaga picta 
Kelp Goose 2  F   T 3 Chloephaga hybrida 
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Ruddy-headed Goose 1  F    3 Chloephaga rubidiceps 
Crested Duck 2  F    3 Lophonetta specularioides 
Falkland Steamer-Duck 2  F    3 Tachyeres brachypterus 
Speckled Teal 2  F G   1 Anas flavirostris 
South Georgia Pintail (endemic) 3 3   G   3 Anas georgica 
Turkey Vulture 4 2  F    2 Cathartes aura 
Red-backed Hawk 2  F    1 Buteo polyosoma 
Striated Caracara 2  F   T 3 Phalcoboenus australis 
Southern Caracara 5 1  F    1 Polyborus plancus 
Magellanic Oystercatcher 2  F    3 Haematopus leucopodus 
Blackish Oystercatcher 2  F    2 Haematopus ater 
Rufous-chested Dotterel 1  F    1 Charadrius modestus 
Paraguayan Snipe 1  F    1 Gallinago paraguaiae 
Snowy Sheathbill 7   G A  3 Chionis alba 
South Polar Skua 4    A  3 Stercorarius maccormicki 
Brown Skua 6 12 P F G A T 3 Stercorarius antarcticus 
Dolphin Gull 4  F   T 3 Larus scoresbii 
Kelp Gull 12  F G A T 4 Larus dominicanus 
Brown-hooded Gull 2  F    2 Larus maculipennis 
South American Tern 3  F   T 4 Sterna hirundinacea 
Antarctic Tern 9   G A  4 Sterna vittata 
Arctic Tern 3   G A  1 Sterna paradisaea 
Blackish Cinclodes (Tussacbird) 2  F   T 3 Cinclodes antarcticus 
Dark-faced Ground Tyrant 2  F    3 Muscisaxicola macloviana 
Grass Wren 1  F    2 Cistothorus platensis 
Cobb’s Wren (endemic) 7 1  F    3 Troglodytes cobbi 
Austral Thrush 3  F    3 Turdus falcklandii 
Correndera Pipit 2  F    3 Anthus correndera  
South Georgia Pipit (endemic) 2   G   2 Anthus antarcticus 
Long-tailed Meadowlark 2  F    3 Sturnella loyca 
House Sparrow (introduced) 1  F    2 Passer domesticus 
Black-throated Finch 2  F    1 Melanodera melanodera 
Black-chinned Siskin 2  F    3 Carduelis barbata 
 
TAXONOMIC NOTES 
 
1 The albatrosses are currently under a radical taxonomic review, and currently an ‘interim taxonomy’ is to be 

recommended. An example is the Royal Albatross whose northern and southern subspecies (both of which may be seen 
in this area) may be split in future as separate species. 

2 Both Antarctic and South Georgia Shags are recent splits from Imperial Shag.                                                                            
3 South Georgia Pintail is now given full specific status: not only is it carnivorous, but morphologically very different 

too, being no larger than a Speckled Teal. 
4 Turkey Vulture: New World Vultures are now considered to be more closely related to Storks than to Raptors, but for 

the sake of familiarity we have left Turkey Vulture in situ for the time being. 
5 Southern Caracara has been split from Crested Caracara of North and Central America. 
6 Brown Skua: skua taxonomy is confusing, but here I follow the most recent treatment (1997) of Olsen and Larsson 

which lumps as subspecies the forms  lonnbergi  (seen in Antarctica and South Georgia) and antarctica (seen in 
Falklands). Sibley & Monroe (1993) gave them full specific status. 

7 Cobb’s Wren, endemic to Falklands, is a split from Southern House Wren. 
 
MAMMALS 
 
SPECIES   No of days 

recorded 
Locations Abundance 

Scale 
  SCIENTIFIC NAME 

 
Antarctic Fur-Seal 10 P  G A  4 Arctocephalus gazella 
South American Sea-Lion 3 P F    3 Otaria flavescens 
Crabeater Seal 2    A  3 Lobodon carcinophagus 
Leopard Seal 2    A  1 Hydrurga leptonyx 
Weddell Seal 3    A  2 Leptonychotes weddelli 
Southern Elephant Seal 4   G   3 Mirounga leonina 
Peale’s Dolphin 1  F    2 Lagenorhynchus australis 
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Dusky Dolphin 1     T 3 Lagenorhynchus obscurus 
Orca (Killer Whale) 2 P   A  3 Orcinus orca 
Antarctica Minke Whale 3    A  3 Balaenoptera bonaerensis 
Fin Whale 1 P     1 Balaenoptera physalus 
Sei Whale 2 P     1 Balaenoptera borealis 
Southern Right Whale 1 P     1 Eubalaena australis 
Humpback Whale 4    A  3 Megaptera novaeangliae 
Reindeer (introduced) 2   G   3 Rangifer tarandus 
 
This list represents those birds and other animals seen by party members of these tours. 
 
© Ornitholidays  
 


