
Madeira - 18th - 25th June 2012

Monday 18th   June

A  2:00  AM  start  meant  we  were  already 
knackered before the flight  took off!   However, 
despite this it wasn't hard to get a lifer on arrival 
as, en route to our Hotel, I had had several Plain 
Swift dash  across  the  road.   Not  the  most 
exciting  new bird  as  they are  largely  no  more 
than a slimmer and darker version of  Common 
Swift. I also heard Canary en route, but knowing 
they  were  common  didn't  stop  to  look.   After 
arrival we pottered off into Funchal on foot seeing 
still  more  Plain  Swift (12+)  and  glimpsing  a 
couple  putative  Canary.   The  harbour  had 
several  Common  Tern  and  rather  more 
somewhat dark looking Yellow-legged Gull.  Having seen very distant Cory's Shearwater 
from our room and evening potter along the coast to Ponta de Cruz (c1km) was in order.  
This netted a couple of  Canaries – pale greenish yellow birds like overgrown Serin.  An 
evening seawatch was very productive for Cory's Shearwater with a constant stream of 
birds - some very close – flying past.  Amongst these were three smaller black-and-white 
shearwaters – naturally they were Manx Shearwater, not Macaronesian!  Having pushed 
seawatching  as  far  as  I  could  with  a non-birding  partner  in  tow I  moved off  with  me 
stopping every now and again to check through the  Cory's amongst which, as the light 
faded,  I  noted a  distant  'auk'  whirring  along,  but  oddly enough it  promptly began the 
'shear'. Classics pointers for Macaronesian Shearwater but at long range and in silhoutte 
…...   In our peregrinations today we also saw 10+ Monarch butterflies which proved to be 
fairly common in Funchal.   

Tuesday 19th June

With the hills above Funchal wearing a woolly hat of dull, damp grey clouds it  was clearly 
not the day to look for Trocaz Pigeon in the laurel forests. Hence we decided to head off 

to the north coast in the hope of better 
weather. In this we were not helped by 
the dire lack of clear road signs which 
sent  us  in  the  wrong  direction! 
Reorientated,  we  reached  the  north 
coast at Sao Vincente later than hoped, 
but at least it was bright and sunny.  So 
off we went to Porto Moniz where, the 
guides  insisted,  seabirds  passed  by 
much  closer  and  in  greater  numbers 
than  Funchal.   Not  today  they didn't! 
Despite  carefully  looking  from  the 
promenade I managed to see no more 
than 40-50 Cory's most of which were 
at  a  much greater  distance than they 
were  off  Funchal  plus  another  Manx 
Shearwater or two.  However, at some 
distance  there  were  2-3  birds  flying 
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close the the waves sometimes arcing upwards, never giving a good enough view for firm 
identification, but clearly one with which I was unfamiliar although I had a shrewd suspicion 
of their identity.  Other birds here included more  Canaries and several  Grey Wagtails. 
After a coffee we relocated to near the helicopter pad – rather fewer  Cory's and mostly 
distant ones too.  But then one of my earlier 'spooks' came past and again looked like 
something unfamiliar and, as suspected previously, it appeared all dark.  Then what was 
clearly  the  same  species  came  past  at  a  more  tolerable  range  (close  would  be  an 
overstatement).  This time there was no doubting that it was dark above and below nor  
that it  had narrow wings and a pointed aft  end – clearly a  Bulwer's Petrel.   My  only 
concern was that it seemed larger than expected, but that's because I hadn't realised that  
the things are almost Manx sized!  Tickable, but I had hoped for better as this had been a 
species  I'd  longed to  see since getting the  'Popular  Handbook of  British  Birds'  in  the 
1960s!.

With  clouds  still  threatening  rain  had  we 
ventured inland, we decided to explore the 
north coast eastwards looking for a levada 
to  explore.   Driving along a rather  narrow 
coastal road we turned off towards a coastal 
'miradouro' in Boaventura (just east of Ponta 
Delgada) – beautiful views along the coast, 
but other than 3-4  Canaries few birds.  As 
we  drove out along the access road up to 
the main coastal route a large pigeon flew 
low  over  the  road.   The  size  of  a 
Woodpigeon but much darker and sporting 
a  distinctive  'banded'  tail  it  obviously  a 
Trocaz  Pigeon which,  I'd  assumed,  was 
rarely  or  never  found  outside  of  its  high 
mountain laurel forest redoubt.  Again not the best of views but no doubting what the bird  
was.  Heading eastwards we  found a footpath to Miradouro Beira da Quinta (near a 
carpark for  Quinta do Arco)  which  followed a  small  levada into  the nearby woodland. 
Blackcaps,  Blackbirds and Canaries were all in evidence as we climbed up to a track 
high above our starting point.  Walking down this track just past a drinking fountain for a 
short distance to take in the view what did we see but another Trocaz Pigeon!   This time I 
got it in my bins to enjoy reasonable flight views – dark slate grey above, plain dark wings, 
a pale grey band on the tail and a glossy patch on the neck!   

Where  next?   Hoping  I  was  'on  a  roll'  we  headed  back  to  Porto  Moniz  for  more 
seawatching ….. only top find it even worse than before!  With a certain party getting very 
bored we decided to take the coast road back to Funchal via Ponta do Pargo.  A stop in  
the woodland gave me a hearing record of several local Chaffinch and Robin, but not
a single sighting of  the birds nor  a sniff  of  Madeiran Firecrest.   Ponta Pargo was a 
desolate sort of place so, despite the temptations to look for a particular pipit, we quickly 
headed back to Funchal.  After driving through some impressive scenery, this proved a 
tiresome affair with many noisy tunnels to negotiate before reaching our destination – a 
process not helped by the local disinclination to provide clear signposting!

Wednesday 20th June        

With less cloud about this morning we decided to drive up to Monte on the outskirts of 
Funchal  to  track  down  the  local  race  of  Chaffinch (previously  heard)  and  Madeiran 
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Firecrest.   Soon after our arrival in the I’d heard both 
birds, but equally rapidly the mist came down and it 
began  to  drizzle.   A  male  Common  Kestrel was 
added  to  the  tally,  but  birding  was  difficult.   With 
visibility, and our comfort, badly compromised we took 
the  cable  car  down to  the  lower  Botanical  Gardens 
which, happily, was bathed in sunshine.  Here I quickly 
had 10-12 Plain Swift, then 6-7 Chaffinch (esp. near 
the  aviaries)  and  a  couple  of  Canaries.   However, 
after an hour or two the rain caught up with us again 
so we headed back up to Monte.  

By  now  conditions  here  were  really  dreadful  so  I 
decided to see if we could rise above the rain clouds 
by driving  up  to  Pico  do  Areiro  (naturally  the  route 
wasn’t signposted, but I could recall the route from the map).  The mist got steadily thicker 
and the conditions more hopeless.  A short stop in the gloom did produce 2-3 calling Quail, 
but no other birds.  Accordingly I opted to head east towards Santo Antonio da Serra and 
then onto Ponta de Sao Lourenco.  The route was superb, made all the more so by the  
fact  that  it  gradually stopped raining.   Two or  three stops in  typical  “Firecrest”  habitat 
produced only Chaffinch so by the time we reached ‘Santo da Serra’ I’d pretty much given 

up.  However, as I drove slowly down a tree hedged 
lane a Madeiran Firecrest flipped out on my left and, 
suicidally,  flew across the road within inches of my 
windscreen!  Not perfect, but a good listable view!

So it was on to Ponta de Sao Lourenco which was 
bathed in brilliant sunshine.  As we approached the 
end of the road a pipit flew over, but gave distinctly 
UTVs.  Another did much the same as we parked. 
However, on the roundabout within a metre or two of 
some gelato guzzling tourists, a couple of Berthelot’s 
Pipits flaunted  themselves  shamelessly  to  anyone 
who would look!  With bold dark streaking on a white 
chest and an equally bold eyestripe these were very 
distinctive members of their often puzzling clan. 

Thursday 21st June
After all the hectic excitement of recent days, Thursday was earmarked as a quiet day 
round Funchal with an evening boat trip off the harbour.  Birds seen or hear were all the  
usual  suspects  –  Blackcap,  Blackbird,  Canary and  Plain  Swift.   Several  Monarch 
butterfly also enlivened the day.  However, the boat trip failed to attract sufficient interest 
and so was cancelled – so we booked onto the Desertas trip tomorrow!

Friday 22nd June

As instructed we were down to the harbour for a trip out to the Desertas on the Ventura de 
Mare at 8:30 (having seen Monarch, Plain Swift and Little Egret en route).  We left just 
after 9:00 and soon had a few Cory’s, but it wasn’t until and hour or so later that the first 
Bulwer’s Petrel appeared.  Then on we kept seeing them with my final  outward tally 
reaching 51 birds – some of which were very close indeed.  I even had a party of 4 sitting 
on the sea. Dark smoky brown all over with, in some examples, a pale carpal bar.  With  
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rapid wingbeats as they flew low just above the water followed 
by shallow arcs on narrow pointed wings there was something 
frantic about these superb birds.   As we neared the Desertas 

large  rafts  of  Cory’s 
came  into  view  and 
again  we  had  splendid 
views.  Above one  raft a 
cloud of vapour hung in 
the air  …..  a whale!  A 
long  back  surmounted 
by  an  absurdly  small 
dorsal fin then appeared 
- a  Bryde’s Whale.  As 
we approached a bunch 
of  delinquent  Atlantic 
Spotted  Dolphin 

surged  towards  us  and  played  beneath  the  bows  – 
fabulous!  A second Bryde’s Whale then appeared much 
closer giving even better views!  Fantastic.   Then we had 
more  views  of  the  dolphins  before  reaching  the  small 
cove where we anchored.  Going ashore we were taken 
round the small research station on the island.  A couple 
of  Berthelot’s Pipit showed well, but the highlight was 
seeing a couple of  Bulwer’s Petrel  in  their  burrows – 
stupendous!

Then, with the light far more difficult than on the outward 
leg, we set off back to Funchal.  I hadn’t given up looking, though, and continued to scan 
the sea.  I was mainly watching off the starboard bow, but shifted a couple of times to scan  
the port side.  Pickings were much slimmer than on the 
outward leg with fewer, smaller rafts of Cory’s (c150) and 
fly-by Bulwer’s (24).   Whilst scanning to port some sort 
of sixth sense – probably a subliminal awareness of an 
approaching bird - made me glance to starboard.  As I did 
so a strange ‘tubenose’ arced high above the waves at 
close range and even before putting my bins up I knew 
what  it  had to  be.   Scrambling round and clapping my 
bins on the bird my instincts proved right – a pterodroma 
petrel  was  rapidly  approaching  the  boat!   My  first 
impression  was  of  a  round  headed  petrel  with  a  short 
neck and a dark  underwing.  It  had a  dark  tubenose bill,  white  forehead,  a  dark  kohl 
smudged eyes,  a grey cowl,  white  underparts  and the underwings were blackish with 
some fine white feather edging.  No sooner had it appeared than it turned away to fly the 
length of the boat. In a rear view the back looked grey, the wings a tone or two darker 
whilst the pointed tail was a pale pearl colour. Flight action was distinctive lurching sharply 
up then down then flying close to the waves before another sharply arcing bound – and 
very fast too. It was presumably either a Zino’s or Desertas Petrel. So we rolled our way 
back to Funchal  seeing more  Cory’s (100+) assembling offshore plus a distant  Great 
Skua.  Despite seeing only a few species this was a fantastic trip which will long live in my 
memory!  

Ventura de Mare
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Saturday 23rd June 

Having seen on the boat trip yesterday that the mountains were at last largely free of  
cloud, we decided to get out fairly quickly so that we could explore the mountains.  The 
drive up from Funchal to Ribeiro Frio was uneventful save for the fact that this time we 
could actually see the scenery and views.  Our first stop was the short walk through native 
woodland to the Balcoes viewpoint.  Chaffinch, Robin, Blackcap and Blackbird were all 
much in evidence.  A scan across the woodland far below convinced me that, despite what  
some may claim, this wasn’t the best place to hope for Trocaz Pigeon!  We then traced 
our steps back to the main road and took a walk along a levada.  Initially this was fine with 
a generally well made gently sloping path.  However, I was determined to make a round 
trip of it so we headed off up a steep path that promised to take us back to our starting 
point  or  so my guide book suggested.   En route I  heard several  parties of  Madeiran 
Firecrest and managed a brief view of a single bird.  I also added Red-legged Partridge 
and Goldfinch to our total as well as enjoying point blank views of  Plain Swift.  It was 
when we tried to decent back into Ribeiro Frio that the ‘fun’ started.  The path we took 
rapidly degenerated into a narrow goat track through tree heath that was so overgrown to  
be impassable.  So we retraced our steps and tried another route – a rough and steeply 
descending gravel track.  This soon turned away from our intended course, but after rather 
further than I intended a small shaded path cut off on the left that promised a better route. 
Happily this eventually rejoined our original path and took us back to Ribeiro.

Being low on fuel we continued towards Santana where we eventually found a well hidden 
petrol station.  However, in the course of finding it we discovered the road up to Pico Ruivo 
which proved a delight since from the summit we had a fabulous view of the area – as well  
as Siskin, Linnet and a calling Quail.  Also noted both here, and on our walk, were Long-
tailed Blue, Madeiran Brimestone, Speckled Wood, Clouded Yellow and Red Admiral. 
Retracing our steps back to Funchal we enjoyed a short walk along the track to Faja da 
Nogueira – mainly to get some photos of the area.  A large pigeon that flew up into the 
trees was almost certainly a  Trocaz, but views were both very brief and poor.  Our final 
destination was the summit of Pico do Arieiro last ‘seen’ in thick mist and constant drizzle. 
This time we were treated to fantastic views of the mountains (home to Zino’s  Petrel) and 
back towards Pico Ruivo.  We could also more clearly see the route of a truly terrifying 
levada walk glued to the edge of a precipus!  Then it was back to Funchal to enjoy the 
evening sun.    



Sunday 24th    June

 A lazy day for our last full day 
on  Madeira.   So  after  our 
abortive  visit  earlier  in  the 
week  to  Monte  we  took  the 
cable  car  up  to  the  Tropical 
Gardens.  From the gondola I 
saw  good  numbers  of  Plain 
Swift,  a  Kestrel and,  to  my 
surprise,  a  single  Swallow 
from  cable  car.  The  gardens 
came  good  with  excellent 
views  of  Madeiran Firecrest 
just  inside  the  gate.   Other 
birds  present  included, 
predictably,  Blackbird,  Robin 
and  Blackcap.   A  single 
Sparrowhawk over  Funchal 
added  another  local  form  to 
the tally.  That evening a quick walk along the lido promenade produced over a hundred 
Cory’s Shearwater.

Monday 25th June

Our last day on the island and, with a morning flight, no time for birding.  A scan from the 
hotel bagged Plain Swift, Canary and Grey Wagtail, but then it was off home to the UK.

Overview:
Madeira proved an ideal 'last minute' destination. There were sufficient new birds to make 
it worthwhile, but not so many as to require much (any!) detailed 'homework' beforehand. 
The scenery was spectacular and the local population extremely helpful and pleasant.  In  
Funchal English  was widely spoken and even in the smaller settlements many people 
(esp. in shops/restaurants!) spoke good English. Being used to driving in Spain, I found no 
trouble  adapting  to  the  roads  on  Madeira  and  other  motorists  were  generally  fine. 
However, the tunnel on the coastal road between Ponta Delgada and  Boaventura needs 
care as there isn't really room for two cars and the walls are rocky and uneven.  Madeira 
probably has more tunnels (usually with good cement walls) than the whole of the UK so 
it's no place for the claustrophobic driver.  These allow reasonably fast, if boring, travel  
with mountain roads giving a slower more scenic options. Note that signposting on the 
island is poor and erratic so it pays to study a map. (I found the 1:50,000 by Kompass 
most useful). We were unfortunate in that the mountains were cloaked in mist for over half  
our stay which reduced the opportunity to walk many of the levadas as we'd planned.  

With good weather and only a modest amount of work/luck, it should be possible to see all  
the endemic landbirds within a full day's birding; Plain Swift and Canary required no effort 
and neither did  Berthelot's Pipit if you diverted to  Ponta de Sao Lourenco (20 minutes 
from the airport).   Madeiran Firecrest was more elusive and trickier to see, but ultimately 
no great problem (esp. in the Tropical Gardens in Monte above Funchal).  Trocaz Pigeon 
could have been tricky (given the limited time I had to explore the montane Laurissilva 
forests), but with good weather several sites appear to be excellent for this endemic.  On 
balance, unless you're a beginner, it's probably not worth hiring a local guide to see the 

Pico Arieiro - breeding site for Zino's Petrel! 



land birds of Madeira.

Seawatching off Funchal (Ponta da Cruz and along the Lido promenade) was good with 
hundreds of Cory's Shearwater passing through (esp. mornings and evenings).  On my 
visit to Porto Moniz (talked up by some as the best place in the WP for seawatching) I had 
far fewer Cory's (and more distant too) than at Funchal, but did get Bulwer's Petrel.  Both 
Ponta da Cruz and Porto Moniz would repay the ardent seawatcher (I had limited time), 
but the latter's superior reputation may merely reflect the dominance of north-easterlies on 
the island.  Ponta da Cruz would surely be just as good in atypical strong southerlies.  A 
boat trip whilst on Madeira is a must.  Neither of us much fancied being stuck on Porto 
Santo for the day so opted for a trip out to the Desertas on the Ventura de Mare. This I 
cannot recommend too strongly although without several eyes looking it can be hard work! 
The trip to Porto Santo seems to allow a better chance of Macaronesian Shearwater, but 
the views from the smaller boat to the Desertas were excellent.  The fanatical with strong  
stomachs and deep pockets will  want to book a three day pelagic with  Madeira Wind 
Birds (www.madeirawindbirds.com for  €525.00), but the thought of going so far out into 
the Atlantic in a 'fast assault boat' (aka a RHIB) terrifies me!  A key website for any visit is  
Niklas Holström's excellent  http://madeira.seawatching.net/index.html (which, despite its 
name, covers all  aspects of birding on this island).  In practical terms I found Eduardo 
Garcia-del-Rey's  'A Field Guide to the Birds of Macaronesia'  (Lynx) much handier than 
Tony Clarke's alternative Helm Guide ('Birds of the Atlantic Islands'). I also preferred the 
use of maps and double page spreads in the Lynx book, but both would benefit  from 
sticking all those vagrants in an annexe at the back!  Another book worth getting which, 
unfortunately, I only discovered on my penultimate day is  'Where to watch Birds in the  
Madeira Archipelago'  (SPEA) -  €12.50 from the shop at the cable car station in Funchal 

Ventura de Mare anchored off the Desertas
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(available from NHBS for £20.50).  This gives plenty of information and birds in a portable 
form.  There were also leaflets available on the birds of the Ecological park of Funchal (i.e. 
the forests & mountains above the city), the the montane Laurissilva and Ponto do Pargo. 

Species List  (Personal 'lifers' in bold; trinomials given for local subspecies)

Birds
   1- Zino's/Desertas Petrel – one seen on the 22nd from the Ventura de Mare a few 

kilometres from the Desertas.  My first pterodroma  petrel – it would take a braver 
man than me to ID it to specific level without more experience and on such a 
relatively brief view!  
[The complex taxonomy of this group is exceeded only by the confusing nomenclature now used. 
Once upon a time they were all 'Soft-pumaged' Petrels, a predominantly southern species, but then, 
sensibly, birds breeding further north in the Cape Verdes and the Madeiran Archipelago became 
Fea's Petrel.   Then it was decided that those on Madeira itself should be split as Zino's Petrel. The 
local name 'Gon-gon' was briefly championed, but it is now often referred to as Madeira Petrel (aka 
Madeira's or Madeiran Petrel) and not to be confused with Madeiran (Band-rumped) Storm-petrel. 
Meanwhile, the “Fea's Petrel” on the Desertas were split from the birds nesting on the Cape Verde 
Islands  variously being called either Desertas Petrel (after the island group) or Bugio Petrel (after 
the one island on which it now breeds).] 

   2 - Bulwer's Petrel – three or four seen off Porto Moniz on the 19th and on the 22nd a 
total of 75 (51 out & 24 return); seeing so many and so well en route to the Desertas 
and then seeing a sitting bird on the island was a magical experience.

   3 - Cory's Shearwater – seen daily with off the promenade in the Lido district of Funchal 
where numerous (hundreds) birds congregated towards dusk – some flying quite 
close to shore. Several large rafts near the Desertas. 

   4 - Manx Shearwater – three on the 18th  from Ponta de Cruz and a further couple at 
Porto Moniz on the 19th 

  [5 - Macaronesian (Little) Shearwater – a distant shearwater (much smaller than 
surrounding Cory's) off Port Cruz on the 18th which flew quite unlike anything I've 
previously seen with shearing arcs separated by very rapid auk-like wingbeats was 
probably of this species].

   6 - Little Egret – one over Funchal on 22nd 
   7 - Sparrowhawk - A. n. granti – a single bird over Funchal on the 24th June 
   8 - Buzzard – a bird seen over the road near Funchal and another heard Ribeiro de Frio 
   9 - Kestrel – F. t. canriensis - male in Monte on the 20th and another on the same day 

over the Ponta de Sao Lourenco 
 10 - Red-legged Partridge – one above Ribeiro Frio on the 23rd 
 11 - Quail – calling on 20th on the Pico do Arieiro and on Pico Ruivo on the 23rd.
 12 - Great Skua – one on our return from the Desertas on 22nd. 
 13 - Yellow-legged Gull – L. m. atlantis – common around Funchal and elsewhere on the 

coast – presumably all of this subspecies (gull watching is even worse than 
seawatching for a non-birding companion!)

 14 - Common Tern - regular in Funchal harbour; also a couple on the Desertas 
 15 - Rock/Feral Dove – common most showing clear signs of domestic heritage.
 16 - Trocaz Pigeon – to my great surprise seen only c150m above sea level in 

Boaventura (32° 49'27 89N 16°58'23 15W) and again at c400m  along the path to 
the Miradouro Beira da Quinta near a carpark for Quinta do Arco in Arco de Sao 
Jorge (32° 49'24 32N  16°56'58 38W)  on the 19th.  As the more usual mountain 
forest habitat was shrouded in cloud for much of the trip, these alternative sites 
(below the cloud line) could make a useful option when the weather is difficult. A 
third bird glimpsed on the 23rd in a very brief visit to the Nogueira track was almost 
certainly a Trocaz Pigeon. 



 17 - Plain Swift – common around Funchal and elsewhere; seen daily.  
 18 - Swallow – one in Funchal on 24th June.
 19 - Berthelot's Pipit – A. b. madeirensis - very obliging birds on 20th at the carpark  on 

Ponta de Sao Lourenco fed amongst the tourists in the manner of Pied Wagtails! A 
couple on the Desertas on the 22nd. Brief views of a pipit sp. at Ponta do Pargo and 
a singing bird on Pico do Arieiro probably refer to this species. 

 20 - Grey Wagtail –  M. c. schmitzi - common in the hotel district of Funchal feeding on flat 
roofs. Seen elsewhere with a nesting pair on the coast at Porto Moniz.

 21 - Robin – common, but elusive in the laurel forest most easily seen in the Tropical 
Gardens in Monte

 22 - Blackbird – L. m. cabrae - very common throughout the island.  Song and notes 
sounded less mellow and rather sharper 

 23 - Blackcap – very common throughout the island.
 24 - Madeiran Firecrest – somewhat elusive in its natural habitat where the dense foliage 

combined with the species' hyperactivity made it tricky to obtain decent views.  
Much easier to see in the Tropical Gardens in Monte (or if you wish to avoid paying 
the fee try the municipal park just below the church).  Seen well only in the Tropical 
gardens on the 24th.  An odd looking kinglet hovering between Goldcrest and 
Firecrest in appearance.  Calls seemed to me more like Goldcrest, but lower 
pitched. (Note – several recent books sources call this 'Madeira Firecrest', but 
surely the first word should be adjectival – hence Madeiran Firecrest).

 25 - Chaffinch – F. c. maderensis - common and seen/heard daily, but most easily seen in 
the Botanical Gardens in Funchal (esp. near the aviaries) or in the Tropical Garden 
in Monte (predictably near the cafe). Males a washed out green backed version of 
'our' bird with females looking perhaps a little darker.  The song sounded similar to 
the nominate form, but various notes/calls were quite distinct.   

 26 - Canary – very common in all open habitats. A larger, more greyish and greenish-
yellow version of Serin.   

 27 - Goldfinch – one bird above Ribeiro Frio on 23rd 
 28 - Siskin – a pair of this species were seen on Pico Ruivo on the 23rd.  Classic features 

such as bright yellow rump and basal 2/3 of outer tail feathers, blackish inverted T-
bar on tail, greenish back and bold yellow wingbar on dark wings (male) and a duller 
less bold version of this pattern on the second individual (female).  Oddly 'Birds of 
the Atlantic Islands' (Clarke) describes this species as a vagrant citing only one 
record of seven birds from Madeira (Oct. 2004) and another from the Salvages 
(winter 1980/1981). However, the 'Field Guide to the Birds of Macaronesia' (Garcia-
del-Rey)  simply states that they are 'resident'!  What is their true status?

 29 – Linnet – C. c. guentheri - heard on Pico Ruivo on 23rd 

Mammals 
  1 - Bryde's Whale – two seen on 22nd 
  2 - Atlantic Spotted Dolphin – several pods on 22nd 

Reptiles & Amphibians
  1 - Perez's Frog – a frog heard in the Tropical gardens was presumably of this species 

(the only one on the island)
  2 - Madeiran Wall Lizard – both this and the following species were extraordinarily 

abundant. 
  3 – Canarian Lizard
Lizards are extraordinarily common on the island.

Butterflies & Insects
  1 - Large White



  2 - Small White
  3 - Clouded Yellow – seen on higher ground
  4 - Madeira Brimstone – several in lightly wooded areas & tree heaths
  5 - Long-tailed Blue – several sightings of small blues until clear views of an example of 

23rd 
  6 - Red Admiral – several on 23rd (presumably the European version although the Indian 

Red Admiral is listed to occur)
  7 - Monarch – particularly common in and around Funchal. 
  8 – Speckled Wood sp. - common in the woodland; apparently both the familiar species 

and a Madeiran species  occur; how to distinguish them is a mystery to me! 
  
An amazing large beetle with a long curving proboscis 'buzzed' us several times in 
Funchal – possibly a Red Palm Weevil.  




