
 

 

The birds we saw and where 
 
Red Throated Diver    A few sites in the Varanger area and at Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Black Throated Diver   Ottenby Point on  Öland, a lake on the side of the road  
        south of Vimmerby, on our journey from Öland to   
        Örebro, in the Oulu area and again, on a lake seen on  
        our journey from Åre to Vadstena 
 
Great Crested Grebe    Various wetland sites in Southern and Central Sweden 
 
Red Necked Grebe      Singles at both Kvismaren and at Gammelstadsviken 
 
Slavonian Grebe          At least 5 at Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Gannet                         On the North Sea off Esbjerg and near Vardo on   
            Varanger 
 
Cormorant         Various sites in South and Central Sweden.  Also at  
        Varanger 
 
Shag                 The Vardo area, Varanger 
 
Grey Heron                Seen daily on the first 7 days on most wetland sites  
       visited.  Not seen north of Hornslandet and until   
       Lake Ånnsjön when returning south 
 
Bittern       Lake Krankesjön, Kvismaren and Lake Tåkern in   
               Sweden and Romo in Denmark  
 
Great White Egret      Single bird at Liminganlahti, Finland 
 
White Stork                Several seen near Lake Krankesjön 
 
Mute Swan                 Seen at several South and Central Sweden sites.    
               None further north 
 
Whooper Swan      First seen at Färnebofjärden, Central Sweden and   
               seen on each of the following 9 days in Northern   
               Sweden, Finland and Norway 
 
Greylag Goose      Common in South and Central Sweden.  One sighting  
      at Varanger 
 
Bean Goose      One seen on tundra, Tanabru to Båtsfjord road   
 



 

 

Barnacle Goose    One seen at Beijershamn on Öland 
 
Canada Goose    Six sightings on wetland sites, South and Central  
    Sweden 
 
Brent Goose    Ottenby Point on Öland 
 
Shelduck    Seen at coastal sites in Denmark and Southern  
    Sweden on first 4 days.  Also at Varanger, Falsterbo  
    and Romo 
 
Mallard   Common everywhere where there was water 
 
Wigeon   Seen at most wetland sites in Southern and Central  
    Sweden as far north as Färnebofjärden. Also at Oulu  
    and Kuusamo areas of Finland and Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Gadwall   At Kvismaren and Lake Tåkern 
 
Shoveler   Most wetland sites in Southern and Central Sweden.   
    Also Liminganlahti, Finland 
 
Pintail    2 sightings at Liminganlahti, Finland 
 
Teal    Seen on 13 days at sites in each of the regions we  
    visited  
 
Tufted Duck   Seen on 16 days at sites in each of the regions visited  
 
Scaup    Beijershamn on Öland and on tundra n. of Varanger 
 
Pochard   Lake Krankesjön, Kvismaren, Gammelstadsviken  
    and Falsterbo 
 
Goldeneye   Common throughout the entire region.  Seen on 18  
    days 
 
Common Scoter  A pair at Petkula Bog, Finland and also at Lake  
    Ånnsjön 
 
Velvet Scoter   At Varangerbotn and near Hamningberg, Varanger 
 
Long Tailed Duck  Near Hamningberg, Varanger and on tundra, north of  
    Varanger  
 
Eider    Esbjerg, Ottenby Point and at various Varanger sites 



 

 

 
King Eider   Single bird at Krampenes between Vardo and Vadso 
 
Smew    Single male at Gammelstadsviken  
 
Red Breasted Merganser Ottenby Point, Liminginlahti and at various Varanger  
    sites 
 
Goosander   Färnebofjärden area, a lake about 5 miles west of  
    Kuusamo and a number of sites in Finnish Lapland  
    and Varanger 
 
Osprey   On River Helge near Kristianstad, Svartåmynningen,  
    Kvismaren, Färnebofjärden, Peurasuvanto in Finland  
    and Lake Tåkern  
 
White Tailed Eagle  Ottenby, Petkula Bog and various sites in Varanger  
    area 
 
Red Kite   South West Sweden in the Lake Krankesjön and  
    Kristianstad areas.  Also near Helsingborg on return   
    Journey 
 
Honey Buzzard  Near Ovansjö, south of Sundsvall 
 
Common Buzzard  Seen on most days, often from the road, in South and 
    Central Sweden.  None further north apart from a  
    flyover on journey north of Hornslandet 
 
Rough Legged Buzzard A nesting pair near Kemi in Finnish Lapland.  All other 
    sightings were in the Varanger area 
 
Sparrowhawk  Ottenby campsite and Jönköping 
 
Marsh Harrier  Most wetland sites in Southern and central Sweden.   
    Also Liminginlahti in Finland 
 
Montagu’s Harrier  Ottenby and at southern edge of Liminginlahti,   
    Finland 
 
Gyrfalcon   Female and chicks near Hamningberg, Varanger 
 
Hobby    Ottenby, Kvismaren, Färnebofjärden and Hornslandet 
    areas in Sweden.  Also at Liminka and Hirvisuo Bog  
    in Finland 
 



 

 

Kestrel   Not particularly common anywhere but seen on 12  
    days throughout the entire region 
 
Pheasant   Kristianstad and Ottenby areas.  Also Romo in   
    Denmark 
 
Capercaillie   One flushed at Tinäs area of Färnebofjärden 
 
Hazel Hen   Hornslandet and Muddus NP in Sweden and near  
    Kemi in Finland 
 
Crane    Several sightings in Southern and central Sweden  
    and common in the Oulu area of Finland.  None  
    further north 
 
Moorhen   Common in Southern and Central Sweden 
 
Coot    Common in Southern and Central Sweden 
 
Corncrake   Several calling in the Ottenby area 
 
Oystercatcher  Seen at numerous sites throughout the entire region  
    visited 
 
Avocet   Store Bælt bridge on first day and on last day on  
    Romo Denmark and at Falsterbo in Southern Sweden 
 
Lapwing   seen throughout Southern and Central Sweden.  Also  
   at Oulu area, Finland.  Not seen further north 
 
Golden Plover  On tundra in Varanger area.  Also Lake Ånnsjön,  
    Sweden 
 
Grey Plover   Falsterbo Sweden and Romo Denmark 
 
Ringed Plover  Ottenby area, Liminginlahti, Lake Ånnsjön, Fasterbo  
    and Romo.  Also various Varanger sites 
 
Little Ringed Plover  A lake south of Piteå in Northern Sweden.  Also at  
    Romo 
 
Kentish Plover  2 seen at Romo 
 
Dunlin    Ottenby, Varanger, Falsterbo and Romo areas 
 
Knot    Ottenby Point 



 

 

 
Sanderling   Romo 
 
Turnstone   Nesseby and West of Vardo, Varanger region 
 
Purple Sandpiper  West of Vardo, Varanger 
 
Temminck’s Stint  Tundra north of Varanger 
 
Curlew Sandpiper  On River Helge and at Beijershamn 
 
Redshank   Seen on 14 days throughout the region visited 
 
Spotted Redshank  Kvismaren and Falsterbo, Sweden, Liminginlahti,  
    Finland and tundra north of Varanger 
 
Greenshank   Liminginlahti and southern side of Varanger 
 
Ruff    Kvismaren, Lake Tåkern, Liminginlahti and various  
    sites in Varanger region 
 
Bar T Godwit   At a few Varanger sites and on tundra to the north 
 
Black T Godwit  On River Helge, Kvismaren and Falsterbo in Sweden. 
    Liminginlahti in Finland and Romo in Denmark  
 
Common Sandpiper  Färnebofjärden, Liminginlahti, the Varanger area and  
    near Orsa in Central Sweden 
 
Green Sandpiper  Only sighting was in a forest, south of Liminka,   
    Finland 
 
Wood Sandpiper  Various sites in the Oulu and Kuusamo and Finnish  
    Lapland areas.  Also at Falsterbo and Lake Tåkern,  
    Sweden  
 
Curlew   Seen on 16 days throughout the region visited 
 
Whimbrel   Vestre Jakobselv, Varanger and at Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Snipe    Seen on 14 days at all sites visited except Kuusamo  
    area 
 
Jack Snipe   Petkula Bog, Finland 
 
Great Snipe   At least 4 at Storulvån near Lake Ånnsjön 



 

 

 
Woodcock   Färnebofjärden (roding over campsite), near Piteå,  
    Northern Sweden and Storulvån near Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Red necked Phalarope Seen in large numbers on tundra, north of Varanger,  
    at Nesseby and other Varanger sites and at Lake  
    Ånnsjön 
 
Arctic Skua   Various sites on north shore of Varanger and on  
    tundra further north 
 
Long Tailed Skua  Both north and south sides of Varanger and on tundra 
    further north 
 
Black H Gull   Common throughout  
 
Common Gull  Common throughout wherever there is water 
 
Kittiwake   Off Esbjerg and Varanger, particularly around the  
    colony at Store Ekkeroy 
 
Herring Gull   Common throughout 
 
Lesser BB Gull  Seen off Esbjerg but not afterwards until the Northern  
   Baltic.  Also in the Varanger area 
 
Great BB Gull  Esbjerg, Fasterbo and Ottenby in the south.  Also the  
    Northern Baltic and various Varanger sites 
 
Glaucous Gull  One at Vardo harbour and 2 just west of Vardo 
 
Little Gull   Kvismaren and Gammelstadsviken in Sweden and  
    Liminginlahti, Finland 
 
Common Tern  Seen every day for first 10 days at each wetland site  
    visited but not north of the Baltic.  Not seen on return  
    journey until Lake Tåkern 
 
Arctic Tern   Seen at Esbjerg but not afterwards until Hornslandet.  
    Also subsequently seen in Oulu and Kuusamo areas,  
    Finnish and Swedish Lappland Varanger, Lake  
    Ånnsjön and Lake Tåkern 
 
Sandwich Tern  Esbjerg and at Falsterbo 
 
Little Tern   Ottenby and Beijershamn on Öland and at Falsterbo 



 

 

 
Black Tern   Krankesjön and Kvismaren 
 
Guillemot   Vardo, Varanger 
 
Brünnichs Guillemot  2 seen in Vardo Harbour 
 
Black Guillemot  Vardo and further west at Nesseby 
 
Razorbill   Vardo  
 
Puffin    Vardo and Nesseby 
 
Woodpigeon   Seen daily as far north as Finnish Lapland and then  
    only after reaching Lake Ånnsjön on the return   
    journey  
 
Feral Pigeon   Not seen regularly but they were in the Oulu and  
    Varanger regions 
 
Collared Dove  A number of Southern and Central Swedish sites and  
    one sighting at Liminka 
 
Cuckoo   Seen or heard on 18 days throughout  the regions  
    visited  
 
Shore Eared Owl  A couple of sites in Varanger plus Storulvån near  
    Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Great Grey Owl  Adult and 2 chicks at nest sight in the Kemi area,  
    Finnish Lappland 
 
Ural Owl   Adult and chick in forest south of Liminka.  Also, one  
    heard near Gysinge, Färnebofjärden 
 
Hawk Owl   3 immature birds seen, 20k north of Tanabru.  Also  
    one heard at Muddus NP 
 
Pygmy Owl   Adult bird seen guarding nest box near Oulu 
 
Tawny Owl   Seen at campsite in Örebro, Central Sweden 
 
Swift    Common throughout 
 
Black Woodpecker  Färnebofjärden, Hornslandet and Liminka 
 



 

 

Green Woodpecker  On Öland, en route to Ottenby.  Also, south of Piteå,  
    Northern Sweden 
 
Grey Headed Woodpecker  Hornslandet.  Also one heard at    
     Färnebofjärden campsite 
 
Great S Woodpecker Common in all areas apart from Varanger 
 
Lesser S Woodpecker Kvismaren and Hornslandet 
 
Three Toed Woodpecker Hornslandet and Muddus NP in Sweden and   
    Pyhatunturi NP in Finnish Lappland 
 
Wryneck   Färnebofjärden, Omberg near Lake Tåkern and at a  
    petrol station south of Sundsvall, all in Sweden and in  
   the Kemi district, Finnish Lappland 
 
Swallow   Common everywhere 
 
House Martin   Common everywhere 
 
Sand Martin   On River Helge and Lake Ånnsjön in Sweden.  In the  
    Oulu area and Petkula Bog in Finland and at   
    Varanger, 
 
Skylark   Fairly common in Southern and Central Sweden.  Not  
   seen in Northern Baltic or Varanger  
 
Woodlark   Hornslandet (near campsite) and Färnebofjärden   
 
Shore Lark   Tundra north of Varanger 
 
White Wagtail  Common throughout 
 
Blue H Wagtail  Seen at most wetland sites in Southern and Central  
    Sweden and at Ånnsjön further north 
 
Grey H Wagtail  At Oulu, Varanger and at various sites in Swedish  
    and Finnish Lappland 
 
Meadow Pipit  South and Central Sweden as far north as Kvismaren, 
    the Oulu and Varanger regions.  Not seen in Northern 
    Sweden 
 
Tree Pipit   Seen daily from Southern Sweden to Northern   
    Finland.  Not seen at Varanger or North West   



 

 

    Sweden 
 
Red Throated Pipit  On tundra, north of Varanger 
 
Wren    Only sighting was at Valtavaara, north of Kuusamo 
 
Dunnock   Not seen anywhere until the last day in Western  
    Denmark 
 
Robin    Never common.  Seen at Ottenby,    
    Gammelstadsviken, the Oulu area and Omberg  
 
Thrush Nightingale  Lake Krankesjön, near Kristianstad, Ottenby and  
    Kvismaren 
 
Redstart   Surprisingly common. Seen at Ottenby Woods,  
    Färnebofjärden, Hornslandet, the Oulu area including  
    on the Liminka Campsite, the Kuusamo area,   
    Pyhatunturi NP and Muddus NP. Also on Falsterbo  
    Campsite 
 
Black Redstart  A singing male at Esbjerg car ferry terminal 
 
Red Flanked Bluetail A singing male on Valtavaara ridge.  A couple more  
    known to be in the area 
 
Wheatear   Most Southern and central Swedish sites anywhere  
    near the coast.  Also at Varanger 
 
Whinchat   Ottenby, Kvismaren, the Oulu area and other sites in  
    Finnish Lappland 
 
Bluethroat   Vestre Jakobselv on Varanger and on tundra north of  
    Varanger 
 
Blackbird   Seen every day as far north as Finnish Lappland.  Not 
    seen for 5 days whilst at Varanger and traveling  
    through Swedish Lappland.  Picked up again at Lake  
    Ånnsjön  
 
Song Thrush   Ottenby, Kvismaren and Lake Tåkern in Sweden and  
    a couple of sightings in the Kuusamo area 
 
Mistle Thrush  Only seen at Hirvisuo Bog and Pyhatunturi in Finland  
    and at Lake Ånnsjön 
 



 

 

Redwing   One sighting at Ottenby and then seen regularly from  
    Kvismaren northwards.  Not seen further south than  
    Lake Ånnsjön on return journey 
 
Fieldfare   Seen every day except 1st day in South West Sweden 
 
Grasshopper Warbler One heard at Håslövsängar on River Helge 
 
Great Reed Warbler At least 2 seen at Kvismaren and heard at both the   
   northern and southern bird towers at Lake Tåkern  
 
Reed Warbler  Seen at most wetland sites visited in Southern and  
    Central Sweden 
 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler Single bird seen singing and showing well at the  
    southern edge of Liminka, Finland 
 
Marsh Warbler  Seen at various wetland sites as well as Ottenby  
    during the first 5 days of the trip in Southern and  
    Central Sweden 
 
Sedge Warbler  Seen on River Helge, at Kvismaren, the Oulu region,  
    Finnish Lappland, Varanger, Falsterbo and Romo in  
    Denmark  
 
Icterine Warbler  At most sites visited in Southern and Central Sweden 
 
Whitethroat   Most sites visited in Southern and Central Sweden 
 
Lesser Whitethroat  Ottenby, the Oulu area and at Ribe in Denmark 
 
Barred Warbler  Ottenby.  A number of others were reported in this  
    area in addition to the one we saw. 
 
Blackcap   Most sites in Southern and central Sweden.  Also  
    Gammelstadsviken in Northern Sweden and the Oulu 
    area 
 
Garden Warbler  Only seen in the Ottenby area 
 
Willow Warbler  Common throughout 
 
Chiffchaff   Krankesjön, Kristianstad, Falsterbo and Ottenby  
    areas.  Also, Hornslandet and  Finnish Lappland 
 
Wood Warbler  Common at all woodland sites visited in Southern and 



 

 

    Central Sweden, particularly common at Ottenby  
    Lund  
 
Arctic Warbler  One, possibly 2 birds that responded to a lure at  
    Neiden churchyard, south of Varanger 
 
Goldcrest   Färnebofjärden, Hornslandet in Sweden and   
    Valtavaara in Finland  
 
Pied Flycatcher  Common throughout apart from South West Sweden 
 
Collared Flycatcher  2 pairs seen using nest boxes in Ottenby Lund 
 
Spotted Flycatcher  Common throughout apart from South West Sweden  
    and Varanger areas 
 
Red Backed Shrike  Beijershamn and Ottenby on Öland and the Kemi  
    area in Finnish Lappland 
 
Nuthatch   Most sites in Southern and central Sweden.    
    Hornslandet was most northerly sighting 
 
Treecreeper   Seen at Ottenby and Omberg woods 
 
Blue Tit   Seen regularly in Southern and Central Sweden.   
    None in Northern Sweden apart from Lake Ånnsjön.   
    Also one sighting in Finnish Lapland and one at  
    Neiden, Norway 
 
Great Tit   Seen everywhere apart from the Varanger area 
 
Coal Tit   just one sighting at Färnebofjärden 
 
Willow Tit   Färnebofjärden and Lake Ånnsjön.  Also near Kemi  
    and Pyhatunturi in Finnish Lappland 
 
Crested Tit   Beijershamn and Hornslandet 
 
Long Tailed Tit  Färnebofjärden and Hornslandet 
 
Bearded Tit   South side of Lake Tåkern 
 
Magpie   Common throughout 
 
Jay    Southern and central Sweden and in the Oulu region 
 



 

 

Siberian Jay   3 at parking spot on Valtavaara Ridge, 3 seen from  
    the van about 10 miles north of Valtavaara and 2  
    seen from van south of Arvidsjaur in Swedish Lapland 
 
Hooded Crow  Common throughout 
 
Rook    Southern Sweden only and only in the Oulu region in  
    Finland  
 
Jackdaw   Seen everywhere we visited apart from Varanger area 
 
Raven    South East Sweden then seen again further north  
    near the Baltic and at various Finnish sites.  Not seen  
   in South West Sweden 
 
Starling   Seen regularly south of Lappland.  Also some seen in  
   the Varanger region 
 
Golden Oriole  1 male in trees by the church adjacent to Ottenby  
    campsite 
 
House Sparrow  Common everywhere 
 
Tree Sparrow  Seen at most sites in Central and southern Sweden 
 
Chaffinch   Common everywhere except Varanger where none  
    were seen.  Along with the Willow Warbler, this is the  
    commonest bird in Northern Scandinavia 
 
Brambling   Seen regularly in Northern Sweden, Finnish Lappland 
    and Varanger areas. Not seen south of Lake Ånnsjön  
 
Greenfinch   Most sites visited apart from Varanger and Swedish  
    Lappland 
 
Goldfinch   Southern and Central Sweden only 
 
Bullfinch   Seen near Arctic Circle in Finnish Lappland and at  
    Lake Ånnsjön 
 
Serin    Single bird at Ottenby Point   
 
Siskin    Seen regularly from Färnebofjärden and further north 
 
Linnet    Southern and Central Sweden only 
 



 

 

Common Rosefinch  Seen at Ottenby, Hornslandet and Liminginlahti 
 
Redpoll   Northern Finland, Varanger and various Swedish  
    Lappland sites.  Also Falsterbo and Omberg Woods  
    in the south 
 
Arctic Redpoll  On tundra north of Varanger 
 
Hawfinch   Färnebofjärden and Omberg Woods 
 
Crossbill   Färnebofjärden, Hornslandet, Valtavaara, Muddus NP 
    and Falsterbo 
 
Pine Grosbeak  3 on feeder at Nejlaantuna (?) café about 15 miles  
    north of Inari in Finnish Lappland 
 
Reed Bunting  Most wetland sites in Southern and central Sweden.   
    Also the Oulu area and a number of Finnish and  
    Swedish Lappland sites 
 
Yellowhammer  Common everywhere except Varanger  
 
      
            
  


